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Manuel I
and the
Crusaders
The defeat
'of the
Germans
 Conrad III also to take the cross. Yet, though on this
occasion the rulers of Germany and France participated, they
did not make common cause ; and the contingents that came
from England and South Italy, though they joined the
French, retained their independence of command. If Conrad
had been crowned Emperor, he might have had more
authority ; but he was only king in fact of part of Germany,
and could only leave Germany because the Welf party engaged
in a crusade against the heathen Slavs. Moreover, there was
a strong feeling of enmity between French and German
crusaders, breaking out often in insults and opprobrious
nicknames; it was something that they usually kept from
blows, and they had in common their hatred of the Greeks.
Naturally they acted separately. Though both took the
same route—the old pilgrim road via Hungary to Con-
stantinople—the Germans left Ratisbon in May 1147, the
French over a month later.
For Manuel the Second Crusade was even more of an
embarrassment than the First had been for Alexius. He had
not asked for aid from the West, and he could not employ
it as Alexius had done in conquering part of Asia Minor;
nor could he expect kings to take the oath of fealty to which
the baronial leaders had consented. The best he could hope
was to shepherd them through his dominions with all possible
speed. He made the same dispositions as his grandfather—
envoys to greet them, arrangements for supplying them with
food, troops to guard against their rapacity—and he was more
fortunate in that he had only one route to guard. But all
his care could not prevent friction or keep the Germans
from plundering when their greed was excited. He did his
best to persuade them not to come to Constantinople, but
to cross the Hellespont at Sestos and follow the coast road.
It was excellent advice, though he was only considering his
own interest when he gave it. But Conrad was determined
to follow in the track of the first crusaders to Nicaea and
thence through Asia Minor. Afflicted by famine and disease,
harassed by the Turks, and finally deserted by their Greek
guides, the Germans suffered a severe disaster on October 26
near Dorylaeum, the place where the first crusaders had
inflicted a decisive defeat on the enemy. Conrad retraced
his steps with great difficulty to Nicaea, where the French had

